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Screen Savers

Screen Savers started back in the days when Pong
and other early video games were all the rage. You
may recall that these games were displayed on regu-
lar TV sets. To attract customers some retailers set a
Pong game running on a TV set in their display win-
dow. It was soon discovered that if the game was left
running for hours, when the TV was turned off the
game pattern was permanently etched on the TV
screen.

Figure 1: Playing Pong.
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Early computers used he same CRT (Cathode Ray
Tube) displays as the Pong game. Screen savers were
developed to solve the problem of patterns being
burned onto the screen surface.

Various moving graphics were
created in addition to moving
or spinning text. Eventually
slide shows of picture collec-
tions were used as screen
savers.

Figure 2: Graphic
screen saver.

Since CRT displays are no
longer used for computer dis-
plays, screen savers are not really necessary., But the
tradition of computer screen savers carries on.

For fun, I some-
times use live
web cameras as a|| =8
screen saver. 1 -
simply run a
YouTube live
camera full
screen (press F
to toggle full
screen on and

off).

World - Rolling Cam around the World - Li

=

gue : Live webcams.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z7SiAaN4ogw

More to come, turn page & & &
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Picture to Text

Question? How can a picture of text be converted to
editable text? In general, converting an image of text
to editable text requires a program (or app) in the
category of OCR (Optical Character Recognition)

from Wikipedia

Optical character recognition or optical character
reader (OCR) is the electronic or mechanical
conversion of images of typed, handwritten or
printed text into machine-encoded text, whether
from a scanned document, a photo of a document, a
scene photo (for example the text on signs and
billboards in a landscape photo) or from subtitle text
superimposed on an image (for example: from a
television broadcast)

It turns out that Windows 11 includes a Snipping
Tool that provides OCR capability. Here is an exam-
ple. First we need a picture of some text. The follow-
ing example was made by using a smart phone cam-
era to take a picture of a book and then emailing the
picture to myself. The picture file was then opened in
Gimp.

7Figure 4: A photo of a page from a book.
Next, the Snipping Tool shortcut Windows Key +
Shift + S was used to capture some of the text from

the Gimp dis-
play.
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2 Text Actions

Once the Snip- |
ping Tool was
used to capture
an area, the
Snipping Tool
Window was
opened.

Figure 5: Snipping tool Text

The Text Actions option is available on the row of
tools along the top of the Snipping Tool Window.

The next step
after the Text |
Actions was se-|
lected was to
select the Copy |
All Text option.

This places the
text in he Clip-
board. Now the
text can be

Figure 6: Snipping tool Copy
All Text.

pasted into
whatever app is desired.

The system adds a character return symbol to the end
of every line of pasted text. This means that there is
no word wrap. This is fairly easy to fix by simply re-
placing the unwanted carriage return symbols with a
space and hen the app can deal properly with word
wrap.

Chat GPT

You may remember that in the February bvcc News-
letter there was an article about Perplexity, an Al
program. Chat GPT is a similar Al program that you
can run from a web browser y entering chatgpt.com
in the browser address bar.

ChatGPT is a generative artificial intelligence
chatbot developed by the American company
OpenAl and launched in 2022. It is based on large
language models (LLMs) such as GPT-4o0. ChatGPT
can generate human-like conversational responses
and enables users to refine and steer a conversation
towards a desired length, format, style, level of
detail, and language.[2] It is credited with
accelerating the AI boom, an ongoing period of
rapid investment in and public attention to the field
of artificial intelligence (AI).[3] Some observers
have raised concern about the potential of ChatGPT
and similar programs to displace human
intelligence, enable plagiarism, or fuel

misinformation.

Actions.
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This text was entered m —

Waverly, Ohio, established in 1829 and designated as the county seat of Pike County in
1861, boasts a rich history shaped by its strategic location along the Scioto River and the
Ohio & Erie Canal. touing-ohiocom

Result
Early Settlement and Name Change

Initially known as Union Town, the village was founded by M. Downing in 1829. In 1832,

the name was changed to Waverly, inspired by Captain Francis Cleveland, a canal engineer

and uncle of future U.S. President Grover Cleveland, who admired Sir Walter Scott's

Waverley novels . g nocon

The Ohio & Erie Canal and Economic Growth

1he completion of the Ohio & krie Canal to ") “erly n the early 1830s significantly

boosted the town’s economy. James Emmitt, a prominent local entrepreneur, capitalized

|ask anything

O Attach @ Search  Q Reason +Ii Voice

ChatGPT can make mistakes. Check important inf.

Figure 7: Chat GPT test.

As a test, “Waverly, oh history’ was entered. The re-
sult is shown in Figure 7.

You can enter ChatGPT searches as a question or as
a request. Here is an example request.

tell a story about dick and jane getting a bucket of water

Sure, here's a fun little story about Dick and Jane!

Dick and Jane Get a Bucket of Water

It was a sunny afternoon, and Dick and Jane were playing in the yard. They had just
finished jumping rope when they noticed the flowers in their garden were wilting. The

ground was dry, and the plants needed water

“Dick, lock at the flowers! They're thirsty,” said Jane, pointing to the drooping petals of the

marigolds.
“You're right, Jane. Let's get them some water!" Dick replied, excitedly.

R
The two of them ran to the old well at the edge of the yard. They had used this well many

Figure 8: A ChatGPT story.

ChatGPT can also be used to modify images. How-
ever, you must create an account to use this feature.
Also converting an image can take some time.

Here is a picture of the Glenn Center entrance.

8 o - > I
And a sketch bade bu ChatGPT.

Image created

Observe the artistic license that ChatGPT took in
creating the sketch. Amazing!

Other Al websites

Here are two other Al websites to visit.

https://www.perplexity.ai/

Perplexity was discussed in the
February newsletter. Some users
prefer Perplexity for research, but
prefer other Al sites for image
modification.
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https://gemini.google.com/app

Google Gemini is another Al
website to try. I have had fun
modifying images using Google
Gemini.
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